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THE serene, slow flowing waters
of the greenside pond on the 18th
hole of the Singapore Island Coun-
try Club’s New course decided the
outcome of the US$2 million Mou-
tai Singapore Open golf cham-
pionship on Sunday (Nov 9).

In the end, it was Japan’s Yo-
suke Asaji who benefited greatly
from it in the title play-off against
South Korea’s Wang Jeung-hun, as
the 32-year-old Tokyo resident
claimed the winner’s cheque of
US$360,000 in style.

Buoyed by a first-nine five-hole
birdie streak, Asaji tossed himself
into an early four-way challenge
among the overnight leaders
Wang, Lee Soo-min and former US
amateur champion James Piot.

Asaji cruised to a five-under 67
with two more birdies cancelled
out by two bogeys and a 269 total.
Wang, playing in the flight behind,
threw himself into the fray with a
strong 68, backed by five birdies.

After Asaji sank an eight-foot

birdie on the 619-yard par-five
18th hole and sensed victory,
Wang converted his attempt from
a similar position on the finishing
hole to force the play-off.

But it was not to be for Wang, as
his second shot in the play-off
dropped into the pond, with Asaji
taking full advantage to grab an
easy birdie to win by two shots.

From what looked like a diffi-
cult position, Asaji laid up to 109
yards from the flag and hit a sand
wedge to six feet before sinking
the putt to raucous applause.

He became the first Japanese
winner of the Singapore Open in
49 years since Kesahiko Uchida in
1976.

“I was able to read the lines on
the greens, it was perfect,” said
Asaji. “I think the putt to save par
on 15 was the most important.
This is my first win overseas, and
it’s something I have always
dreamed of.”

Runner-up Wang said: “Overall,
I played really well this week. It
just came down to a bit of bad luck
in the play-off. I hit a great tee shot

that landed on a downslope and
ended up short. Then I caught the
next shot slightly on the heel. I
need a bit more luck next time.”

A lot of attention was on a
strong contingent from Thailand,
among them Rattanon Wannasri-
chan, who sank eight birdies that
propelled him into contention at
one stage. However, his day’s sec-
ond-best round, at 66, was still not
good enough to take him into the
top four.

The race dwindled from four to
three golfers when Piot got into
trouble on the 581-yard par-five
seventh, as his drive veered left to
a forest of trees. His second shot
landed on a branch, and no one
could identify the ball until after
the allotted three minutes.

Piot, who had a stellar amateur
career before he turned profes-
sional in 2022, had to take a drop
and suffer a one-stroke penalty.
Then he found the greenside bun-
ker and finished with a double-bo-
gey that dropped him in the stand-
ings to an eventual tied-18th on
minus-12.

Lee and Wannasrichan finished
joint third on 270, while South Ko-
rea’s Bio Kim ended up lone fifth
on 272.

Singapore’s two amateurs on
the course were Brayden Lee (who
finished tied-50th) and 16-year-
old Troy Storm – the youngest
player in the 144-man field – who
ended the tournament on
tied-63rd.
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Impeccable Asaji makes
Singapore Open history
as the first Japanese
winner in 49 years

SGX’s initiatives, Great Eastern’s
annual run raise almost S$3m
SGX Group (Singapore Exchange)
has raised more than S$2.5 million
through its SGX Cares Bull Charge
initiative in 2025, with some 5,000
participants joining the SGX Bull
Charge Charity Run at Marina Bar-
rage on Nov 7.

This year, SGX added Tasek A-
cademy and Social Services, which
runs programmes for socially dis-
advantaged families, to its list of
beneficiaries. This brings the total

number of organisations it sup-
ports to six.

SGX’s community impact ef-
forts focus on five causes: children
with special needs; seniors who
need support; families and at-risk
youths; adults with disabilities;
and social service agencies.

Pol de Win, SGX Cares Bull
Charge organising chairperson
and head of global sales and orig-
ination at SGX, said the funds and

resources raised will go towards11
programmes from 2025 to 2027,
supporting more than 4,000 indi-
viduals.

“In partnership with Communi-
tyChest,SGXCareswillworkclose-
lywitheachbeneficiary toadvance
the causes and support targeted
programmes,” he added.

Dr Nurul Ain Azman, lead man-
ager at Tasek, said funds will go to-
wards the Tasek Mentoring Pro-

gramme, which provides addition-
al support to children and youths
in areas such as art, football and
tuition.

Meanwhile, Autism Association
will use funds to develop the Eden
Centre for Adults, a day activity
centre for individuals on the au-
tism spectrum aged 18 and above.

Joanne Wee, executive director
of Autism Association (Singapore)
and Eden Centre for Adults, said:

“Our two decade-long partnership
withSGXhasenabledustodevelop
community-based activities and
initiatives tailored to the diverse
needsofadultsontheautismspec-
trum.”

The funds raised also will sup-
port Awwa’s schools, early inter-
vention programmes, student care
centre and senior community
home, as well as HCSA Community
Services’ programmes for single-
parent families and teenagers suf-
fering from trauma.

FeiYueCommunityServiceswill
use funds for early intervention
programmes for children with de-
velopmental needs, and to provide
tailored care for seniors.

Since2004,SGXhasraisedmore
thanS$55millionforbeneficiaries.

Besides fundraising, the group
worked with local tertiary institu-
tions and partners to host more
than 170 events this year about fi-
nancial literacy, reaching more
than 22,000 participants.

Great EasternWomen’s Run

Separately, Great Eastern raised
around S$305,000 from the 19th
edition of its annual all-women’s
run this year, which involved
12,000 participants at the Singa-
pore Sports Hub.

The funds raised will go to-
wards the insurer’s longstanding

beneficiaries: Daughters of Tomor-
row (DOT) and Singapore Cancer
Society (SCS).

Greg Hingston, group chief ex-
ecutive of Great Eastern, said:
“These contributions support vital
programmes and operations that
enable the social mobility of DOT
women in their back-to-work jour-
neys as well as better quality of life
for cancer survivors in their recov-
ery journeys.”

DOTwillchannel fundstowards
job-readiness programmes for
women from lower-income house-
holds, as well as post-employment
programmes such as child-mind-
ing services.

Meanwhile, SCS will use funds
for cancer prevention initiatives,
rehabilitative work and post-diag-
nosiscare. It isalsolookingtoopen
a third rehabilitation centre to
serve clients in the north.

Besides fundraising, Great East-
ern engages beneficiaries through
skills-based volunteering, such as
conductingfinancialanddigital lit-
eracy programmes.

“Inourworkwiththetwocharity
partners, thestartingpremise isal-
ways how to provide holistic tar-
geted support that addresses their
needs beyond funding and spon-
sorship,” said Hingston.
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Beneficiaries include children with special needs, seniors and lower-income households. BY LINDSAYWONG

Left: Some 5,000 participants joined this year's SGX Cares Bull
Charge Charity Run at Marina Barrage. Below: Great Eastern
raised around S$305,000 from the 19th edition of its annual
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in support of
The Business Times Budding Artists Fund

When you purchase an artwork from the 13-19 Art Prize orArt
Without Limits, you’re not just buying art–you’re empowering
young artists and differently abled artists.

Starting from just S$800, each piece is a one-of-a-kind
creation by talented teenagers aged 13 to 19, and artists with
intellectual disabilities.

Your purchase directly supports The Business Times Budding
Artists Fund (BT BAF)–which gives children from low-income
families access to arts education–andMINDS (Movement for
the Intellectually Disabled of Singapore), which helps people
with intellectual disabilities live fuller, more independent lives.
Collect art. Change a life.

Buy art you can
feel good about

Supported by:

How toOwn a Piece of HeartmadeArt
Visit the silent auction
Head to trcl.sg/13-19-art-prize/auction/
–the official platform hosted by TRCL,
a non-profit organisation that supports
the artists through BT BAF.

Find an artwork you love
Browse the collection and click on the piece that speaks
to you. Each work starts from S$800, and you can bid that
amount or higher.

Place your bid
Submit your bid through the online form. Every bid helps
empower our underserved communities.

Winningbids announcedend-November
The artwork will go to the highest bidder, and we’ll handle
the rest.

Receive your artwork
Your chosen piece will be safely couriered to your
doorstep — ready to brighten your home or office.

The 13–19 Art Prize and Art Without Limits
are supported by The Business Times,
TRCL, CGS International Securities, The
Culture Story, MilleniaWalk andRaffles
Quay AssetManagement –organisations
united in celebrating young and
differently abled artists.

13-19 Art Prize
(by teenagers aged 13 to 19)(by teenagers aged 13 to 19) 

If you’d like to see the artworks up close,
visit the exhibition atMBFCTower3
Lobby (nearCedele) fromNov3 to28.

ArtWithout Limits
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(by artists with intellectual
disabilities)


